Graduate Organization of Counseling Psychology Students (GoCOPS)

Monthly Meeting Minutes: September 24, 2010

Psychology, 201B
Officers Present:

Lance Dixon, Megan Martinez, Eliot Harris

Members Present:

Amanda Edwards, Blakely Low, Andrew Friedman


Proceedings: 

Organization Budget/Travel Policy

· We discussed what could be done to ensure that funding is distributed as fairly and as easily as possible. Ideas about possibility creating a sub-committee to blindly review applications to determine the funding amount, or creating some formula for funding allocation were deemed too complicated.
· Funding will be divided in the follow manner: Total amount GOCoPS has allocated for the academic year for travel funding, divided by the number of dues paying members. Because not all dues paying members will apply for travel funding, the residual funds will be equally divided amongst the eligible applicants.

· We discussed that the all-inclusive membership to GOCoPS may actually discourage participation, so a change in membership wording was decided upon. We hope that the change in wording will encourage those who put in the effort to pay dues by the deadline to have greater activity participation as well.
· We also discussed that GOCoPS has great ideas for service opportunities but none ever get off the ground. We decided to require members who want funding to participate in at least one activity per semester, and also the banquet in the spring to be eligible for funding. We decided to commit ourselves to activities that occur every year that we can help with instead of trying to plan them ourselves so people can know the dates every year and look forward to them.

· Lance volunteered to speak to the Student Counseling Center for activities we can get involved with.

Constitutional Changes

· Membership
· From: All graduate students admitted to the Counseling Division of the Psychology Department at Texas Tech University shall be members of this organization.

· To: All graduate students admitted to the Counseling Division of the Psychology Department at Texas Tech University are eligible to be members of this organization. Students who have paid their yearly dues by October 1st are considered members. However, all counseling psychology students are welcome and encouraged to participate in Graduate Organization of Counseling Psychology Students events. 

· Funding policy
· From: The allocation of the travel funds will be based on meeting/fundraising/outreach/volunteer attendance (50% or higher) and payment of dues for the current semester. Student applications shall be reviewed and prioritized by the executive committee (established by Article VIII) prior to organization approval. Successful travel funding applicants will receive funds based on the allotted budget constraints of each fiscal year. The executive committee will make current travel fund allotments – based on yearly budgetary figures – known during regular organization meetings.

· To: Travel funds will distributed to applicants if they meet the following criteria: 1) participation in at least one Graduate Organization of Counseling Psychology Students-sanctioned event each semester of the academic year for which the funds are requested (not including the Annual Farewell Banquet), 2) participation in the most recent Annual Farewell Banquet (does not apply to first year counseling students), and 3) the payment of dues by the October 1st deadline of the academic year for which the funds are requested. If these three requirements are not met at the time of application, the member will not be eligible for travel funding until the requirements are met, if possible. Student applications shall be reviewed by the treasurer to determine eligibility, prior to approval by one of the co-presidents. Successful travel funding applicants will receive funds based on the allotted budget constraints of each fiscal year. The executive committee will make current travel fund allotments – based on yearly budgetary figures – known during regular organization meetings.
· Voting procedure

· From: By-Laws: The Graduate Organization of Counseling Psychology Students annual or semester dues must be paid prior to the execution of voting privileges on any matters regarding financial expenditures. 
· To: By-Laws: The Graduate Organization of Counseling Psychology Students annual dues must be paid prior to the execution of voting privileges on any matter. 
· These changes were unanimously approved by the present members, though the only actual wording created during the meeting was for membership. The additional changes were drawn up by the treasurer based on meeting discussion and will be submitted to all counseling students for amendment if needed.
Annual Banquet
· We briefly discussed keeping the banquet in the Matador Room of the SUB or having it elsewhere.
· Those present felt the Matador Room is an acceptable location and should be scheduled for there again.

· We briefly discussed some date possibilities, including Friday, April 29, Saturday, April 30, or Sunday, May 1. These dates are the weekend before Dead Day (Wednesday, May 4). The room should be reserved as soon as possible.
