Graduate Organization of Counseling Psychology Students (GoCOPS)

Monthly Meeting Minutes: August 30, 2010

Psychology, B14
Officers Present:

Jennifer Vencill, Lance Dixon, Megan Martinez, Jennifer McAdams, Eliot Harris

Members Present:
Petra McGuire, Esther Na, Michelle Gates, Kyle Schindler, Amanda Edwards, Blakely Low, James Donaldson, and Stacey Mathis

Proceedings: 
Elections

· Officer elections for the 2011 year will be held in December 2010, per anonymous email ballot

· Elections will occur for the following positions & new officers will assume duty in January 2011:

· Co-presidents (2), SORC representative, Secretary, Treasurer, Webmaster

Potential 2010-2011 Speakers

· The Mental Health Court
· Separate judicial facility designed for those with severe mental illness who commit a crime

· Rather than choosing and bringing in a single speaker, Dr. Morgan has suggested students might travel to the court house to observe proceedings and speak with key members of the Court.  

· Besides organizing this excursion, another potential role for GoCOPS may be to organize travel to the Court. 

· Utilizing TTU vehicles was vetoed due to training requirements for drivers

· M. Martinez will collaborate with Dr. Morgan on potential dates for this trip

· Robyn Ochs – Speaker, teacher, writer, activist on LGBTQ issues

· Offers workshop specifically for mental health professionals & advanced students in counseling/psychology/social work on working with bisexual clients
· J. Vencill will look into speaker fees and availability 

Organization Budget/Travel Policy
· SGA has provided GoCOPS with $750 for the 2010-2011 fiscal year
· $550 of these monies will be utilized to fund student travel

· GoCOPS members typically receive $50-$100, depending on total requests

· Travel Funding Policy

· While all Counseling Psychology students are considered GoCOPS members, only dues-paying members are eligible to receive travel funding

· Past GoCOPS travel policy dictated that only members who attended 50% of organizational events/meetings would be eligible for travel funding

· Last year travel money was given to everybody who requested it

· Potential policy changes were discussed, taking into consideration time conflicts (e.g., lab meetings) that prevent students from being active in the organization

· No consensus was met regarding a change to the travel policy but the issue will be revisited in the following meeting. 
Volunteer Opportunities

· Members have expressed a desire to participate in more volunteer work
· Discussion occurred as to whether volunteer work more closely related to mental health could be found for an entire group

· Counterpoint was made that due to our roles as psychologists-in-training, volunteer work in mental health may present difficulty with issues of supervision, duel roles, etc. 
· Habitat for Humanity has been raised as a potential group volunteer activity
· J. Vencill will check into the requirements for participation

· All members were asked to bring in suggestions/ideas for the next meeting
Organization Fundraising

· SGA has encouraged GoCOPS to participate in more fundraising activities

· Car washes, talent shows, etc. have been dismissed

· A. Edwards raised the idea of sponsoring a walk/run style event in the Spring

· Members suggested that some proceeds might go to local non-profts (e.g., Cancer Center or PFLAG)

· Businesses could pay to have booths at the event & advertise on T-shirts

· A. Edwards will call her contact to look into this possibility & present at the following meeting
Miscellaneous
· GoCOPS members answered new students’ questions & discussed typical organization activities, such as:

· Annual banquet to honor students leaving the 3 programs

· Volunteer opportunities (Walk A Mile, Curb Your Anxiety Day screenings, etc.)

· Funding speakers & other educational opportunities

· Social support to incoming students & liaison to Counseling faculty 

· Dues were collected for the academic year (August 2010 – August 2011)

· In the past, no deadline for dues has been in place & this policy was discussed (esp. with regard to applications for travel funding)
· October 1st of each year was established as the deadline for paying dues

· M. Martinez agreed to disperse this new policy information to all Counseling students via email
